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mentary courses. The Department of Agriculture has found 
that the running out of soil is not due to the plants using up all 
the available phosphates and nitrates but to excreted products of 
the root system, which act as toxins to the growing plants. 
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Secondary education is in a chaotic and unsatisfactory 
condition. The present curriculum is of mediaeval origin, and 
fitted more nearly to the needs and possibilities of the education 
of the leisure classes of the Middle Ages than to the require- 
ments of the productive individual of the present day. 

A new course of study which shall freely recognize the life- 
interests and activities of the modern citizen, and which shall 
take the results of scientific discovery of the past one hundred 
years into large account is demanded. 

This radical change in our educational programme is of 
extreme importance from many points of view; it can be 
brought about only through a stiff fight with established cus- 
toms, prejudice, and self-interests. The science teachers of our 
secondary schools are, for several reasons, the ones who must 
make this fight. 



